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INVASIVE PLANTS

Invasive Plant Definitions:

Nonindigenous species or strains that become
established in natural plant communities and wild
areas and replace native vegetation.

Not present in Minnesota prior to European
settlement.

A plant that is not wanted in a particular area
because it causes damage or interferes with a
certain management goal.

Other names: weed, exotic plant, noxious weed,
nonrnative.



How Do They Get Here?

Intentionally:

A Food

A Fiber

A Erosion Control

A Ornamental Use




How Do They Get Here?

Accidentally:

A Ship Ballasts
A Soil

A Seed

A Other Means




Invasive Plant Succ—eiiiiiiim

i They lack predators,
diseases, decimating
factors

i They leaf out early and
hold their leaves longer
(photosynthesis)

i They reproduce
prolifically, viable seeds d

i They thrive In diverse
conditions, excess nutrie
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THE EFFECTS OF INVASIVE PLA

i Ecosystem Level Effects

A Community and Population Level Effects



Invasive Plants
Can Al ter Entire

i Many weed species use more water than native ones
lowering water tables and altering soil moisture

i They can block streafiows and cause flooding
4 Invasive plants can alter the fire regime, by increasin




Invasive Plants Can Promote "=

Erosion & Alter Soil Chemistryj==
i Many invasive plants do | Ba.g#s e
not have developed root
systems
4 Soil instability and runoff Fg
can increase as an |
Invasive plant replaces
ground layer vegetation

# Alter soil chemistry (fix
nitrogen)
i Allelopathy
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Can choke waterways
i Alter streanlow
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Community and Population Level Effet

oBlIl OLOGI CAL DI VERSITY I S OUR MOST VALUA




