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The Ramsey Conservation District is the 
bridge between conservation agencies and 

Ramsey County citizens and local governments 
to sustain our natural resources through 

partnerships, technical services and education. 
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Fax: 651-266-7276
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Arden Hills, MN 55112
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RCD Board Connect with RCD

Mission

Supervisor Districts

Check us out!

The Ramsey Conservation District is governed by 
an elected Board of Supervisors. The Board’s responsi-
bilities include setting RCD policies, directing staff in 
completion of goals, and approving administration and 
conservation activities. 

Janelle Anderson

District 1 - Shoreview, North Oaks, White Bear Lake, White 
Bear Township

Gwen Willems

District 2 - Roseville, Lauderdale, Arden Hills, Mounds View, 
New Brighton, Falcon Heights, and Blaine, Spring Lake Park, 
and St. Anthony

Mara Humphrey

District 3 - City of Saint Paul east of Rice St. south of Larpen-
teur to I-94, west to Robert St. south on Robert St. to  
county line

Carrie Wasley

District 4 - City of Saint Paul west of Rice St. south of Larpen-
teur to I-94, east to Robert St. and south to county line

Margaret Behrens

District 5 - Maplewood, North Saint Paul, Little Canada, Vad-
nais Heights and Gem Lake

Visit www.ramseyconservation.org
to learn more

Come visit us! We are located in Arden Hills 
at the intersection of Highway 96 and Hamline Ave.
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Financial Assistance

SWCD
The Ramsey Conservation District is one of 90 Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) in Minnesota. SWCDs 
are special purpose local units of government that assist 
landowners in the management of soil and water resources 
at the local level. 

Since our inception, we have assisted both public and 
private land owners prevent soil erosion, repair degraded 
landscape, protect groundwater, stabilize lake and stream 
shorelines, protect wetlands, protect the quality of our sur-
face waters from the damaging effects of urban stormwater 
runoff, and protect open 
space and wildlife habitat. 

SWCD History
In the early 1930s, 

along with the great 
depression came an 
ecological disaster known 
as the Dust Bowl. Follow-
ing a severe and sustained 
drought in the Great 
Plains, the region’s soil 
began to erode and blow 
away creating huge dust storms that caused major ecologi-
cal and agricultural damage to American lands.

In response to this disaster, Congress passed legislation 
declaring soil and water conservation a national policy and 
priority. Because nearly three-fourths of the United States 
was privately owned, Congress realized that only active, 
voluntary support from landowners would guarantee the 
success of conservation work on private land.

President Roosevelt wrote the governors of all the 
states in 1937 recommending legislation that would allow 
local landowners to form soil conservation districts. Today, 
the country has 3,000 conservation districts.

Shoreline Restoration
Shoreline restorations with native plants helps filter 

and treat runoff before it enters the lake and prevents 
erosion. This restores the balance of nature and enhances 
the aesthetic quality and recreational opportunities. Technical and Financial Assistance

Cost share funds and free technical  

assistance is available for Ramsey County  

residents who would like to implement  

restoration projects, such as raingardens  

and shoreline restorations. Funding is  

also available from a grant through  

the Clean Water Fund to assist owners  

in sealing unused wells. 

Raingardens
Each raingarden is planted with deep-rooted native 

plants and grasses in a shallow depressed area of land. It 
is constructed in various landscapes to receive runoff from 
hard surfaces such as roofs, sidewalks, and driveways. A 
raingarden slows rushing water from these surfaces and 
holds the water for a short period of time allowing it to 
infiltrate into the ground. 

Groundwater Protection

NATURE Program 

Watershed Assessment Services

Erosion Control Program

Wetland Conservation Act

GIS Program

Ob-Well Monitoring

Rain Gauge Network

Cooperative Weed Management Area

Education and OutreachRaingarden installed at the University of Minnesota 
1666 Coffman St. Falcon Heights 

Lake McCarrons Shoreline


